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Ysgol Maes-y-Llan Facebook Policy

Rationale 

The rationale of this policy is to explain acceptable use of Facebook relating to the Ysgol Maes-y-Llan official Facebook page ‘Ysgol Maes Y Llan’, for staff, children, parents/carers and governors. The policy will therefore aim to explain the purpose of Facebook at Ysgol Maes-y-Llan and the benefits that will arise from its proper use. 

Aims of Using Facebook
· To quickly share and celebrate children’s and school achievements, successes and updates.

· To demonstrate safe and responsible use of social media

· To promote Ysgol Maes-y-Llan as a forward thinking and progressive school through our use of  21st Century technology
What is the primary purpose of the Ysgol Maes-y-Llan School Facebook Page? 

The school Facebook page will be used principally to be followed by parents/carers and other professionals in order to share the excellent work done by children, staff, parents/carers and governors. Similarly, it will also contain some information detailing special events in school. The school website, app and weekly Newsletter are still the main methods of keeping up to date with dates, events and news.   
Furthermore, we see this as another opportunity to demonstrate safe and responsible usage of social media. We are fully committed to the safety of all children and learning about online safety and appropriate use of social media is becoming increasingly important.
Can I ask questions on the Facebook Page?

Unfortunately school will be unable respond to questions asked on the Facebook page. We continue to operate an ‘open door’ policy at Ysgol Maes-y-Llan and staff will readily make themselves available to answer questions if needed. If you do have a question about a school event or any other matter please continue to use the current methods available (http://maesyllan-pri.wrexham.sch.uk/contact-details/ or the ‘contact’ button on the school app).
Who controls content for Ysgol Maes-y-Llan Facebook page? 

The uploading of content for the Facebook page will be controlled by the staff. 
Who can join Ysgol Maes-y-Llan Facebook page? 

Governors, appropriate professionals and parents/carers (of Ysgol Maes-y-Llan children) can ask to join the page. 

Facebook lists a minimum age requirement of 13, and all parents are reminded that children under the age of 13 should not be on Facebook.

When Ysgol Maes Y Llan receives a friend request it will make informed decisions on a case-by-case basis as to accept or decline. These decisions will be based upon a number of factors including: 

 The name of the individual as read on their Facebook account and whether this name correlates to that of a parent/carer on the SIMS database; is a school governor; 

 The recent content of the individual’s Facebook account; 

 The images on view in the individual’s Facebook account. 

In the unlikely event that a parent or other suitable follower’s friend request is inadvertently not accepted please let a member of staff know so we can review the decision. 
Staff will monitor the suitably of its’ followers and block those whose content or referencing is deemed to be unsuitable in terms of being associated with a primary school.
What is inappropriate content and referencing and how will it be dealt with? 

Ysgol Maes-y-Llan deems any of the following as inappropriate: 

· Offensive language or remarks aimed at the school, its staff, parents/carers, governors or others affiliated with the school; 

· Unsuitable images or content posted; 

· Unsuitable images or language being used as a profile picture;
· Extremist views or radical views or opinions;
· Images or text that infringe upon copyright; 

· Comments that aim to undermine the school, its staff, parents, governors or others affiliated with the school. 

Any inappropriate content will be deleted and its users will be removed, blocked, and, depending on the nature of the comment, reported to Facebook. Furthermore, incidents of a more serious nature will be reported to the appropriate authorities. 
Parental Agreement 
At the beginning of each academic year, each parent is asked for their permission to put their children’s image on the school website. These permissions now include Facebook (this is part of the home-school agreement). 
Where the parents do not wish their child’s image to appear on the school website or on Twitter and Facebook, the school will aim to follow these wishes.
We do ask that any pictures and videos that school post/publish on the school website, app, Twitter account and Facebook page are not copied and pasted on to personal and/or other social media platforms. It is the responsibility of all staff, parents, carers and the Governing Body to keep all our children safe. Failing to adhere to this request will result in the individual’s account being blocked.
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